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What's

Vot 2, No. 3, September 14, 1981

Rhode
Island
College

Sweet Announces
New Scholarshi))s
At RIC's first academic convocation
since the 1970s last Tuesday, college
president David E. Sweet announced the
establishment of awards for freshmen in
two categories, scholarship and extracurricular activities.
Sc~olarships worth $1,000 each will be
awarded to 10 members of this year's
freshman class who achieve the best
academic records.
A minimum of four and a maximum of 20
awards ranging from $100to $500each will
be made under the heading of Leadership,
Participation and Service Awards.
Competition for this category will be
based on participation and leadership in
various types of activities, Sweet said.
One award will be given for each 50
studP.nts competing.
The scholarship

awards

- for those with

in
particularly
highest achievement,
general education courses - will be known
as the Martha Bacon Balling er and Ronald
Ballinger Scholarships .
They honor two distinguish~d faculty
members who died last year .-

for new
The opening convocation
students in Roberts Auditorium drew a
packed house.
Dr. Eleanor M. McMahon, provost and
vice president for a·cademic affairs,
explained that the main reason RIC
reinstituted the academic convocation was
to "give a common orientation to the
college experience" for the new class
coming in under the new general education
program .
She spoke on "The Outcomes of a
College Education."
Other speakers included Dr. Pamela I.
Jackson, associate professor of sociology,
who spoke on "General Education;" Dr.
Benjamin W. McClelland, chairman of the
English department, whose topic was
".You Meet the Most Interesting People in
Class,"

and President

Sweet, who offered

the closing remarks.
Music was provided by Diane Gualtieri.
Other participants in the program were
Kenneth Binder, director of new student
programs, and Dea n David Greene of the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences .

Continued on Pa e 3)

Activities Galore

,It's Fair Time at RIC
By Margaret M. Keane

IN HIS ELEMENT is Ahmed Oezdemir (right), a freshman Turkish soccer
(Whal'• New(s) Pholo by Peler Tobia)
player' who almost ended UI) in Indiana.

TurkishFreshmanHas
Own 'Encoun,ter'
By George LaTour
in RIC's class of
One freshman
newcomers found himself 'locked out' of
his dorm room - for a week - when he
arrived on campus.
By the time he got his key, however, he
had found himself a whole set of new
friends.
Arriving in Rhode Island on Monday,
Aug. 24 - ending an 11-year odyssey to get
, to America and one of its colleges Ahmed Oezdemir, 19, found he had arrived
in a strange land and had no place to stay.
The dormitories at his chosen college
weren't to open until Sunday, Aug, 30.

Not knowing what to do or where to turn,
the darkly handsome .Turki sh soccer
player decided to take a bus to the home of
the only people he knew in the United
States, in Indianapolis, Ind.
"He told us the story of his travels and of
his having no place to stay until the dorms
opened, and we felt sorry for him," said
a clerical assistant,
Lori Tashjian,
referring to the people in the RIC Athletic
Department who are counting on Ahmed's
soccer wizardry this year.
"I thought, 'What if it was me or my two
brothers?' , So I took him home with me,"
she said matter-of-factly .

(Continued on Page 3)

Balloons, music, roller skating, ice _
cream and watermelon .
All that, and a chance to see what
campus activities and services are
available too.
It's'all there at Th e Fair. The third
annual Student Activities Fair.
From noon to 2 tomorrow afternoon, 75 student and service organizations ·will be explaining, and demonstrating, what they're all about.
While they're doing that for new
students and other members of the
about a dozen
RIC community,
members of faculty and staff will be
dishing out ice cream and serving up
watermelon.
the acoustic trio
Meanwhile,
"Empty Pockets" will be playing folk
and light rock in front of Gaige Hall.
They'll be followed by the "Associate Sound Music Machine," which will keep the musical beat going until
4 o'clock.
Throughout the fair, the "Heart of
Gold Vaudeville Trio" will wander the
Campus Mall with their juggling and
mime acts .
For fitness enthusiasts, judo, Yoga
and karate will be demonstrated.
Lest activity wane, fair sponsors
will raffle off meals at local restaurants, gift certificates from local
merchants and passes to future RIC
events.
For those who wish to skate rather
than stroll among the various display
booths, rollerskates will be available
from 11 to 4.

Thousands of balloons promoting
the theme of the fair, •'•Let's Get
Involved," will be distributed .
The purpose of the fair is to give
,.1new studefHs an opportunity to learn
what activities, such as theater,
-sports and service
intramural
societies, they can participate in.
The fair also gives campus !i_ervices
such as the Writing Center and Career
Services a chance to make their
resources known to students.
The fair is being sponsored this
year by Student Programming,
Student Community Government, the
Office of New Student Programs, the
Office of Student Affairs and Rhode
Island Hospital Trust Bank.
Rain date is next Tuesday, same
time, same place: Noon on the
Campus Mall.

Pagel

Deadlines Are Announced
For Grant,-Sponsored Projects
The bureau of grants a·nd sponsored
projects has ann ,oµnced the following
deadlines:
The Mina Shaughnessy
Scholars
Program is accepting applications for
grants to educational practitioners to
reflect on and analyze their experiences .in
improving postsecondary .education .
Shaugnessy
Scholars contribute
to
knowledge through documents a11dother
products available to educators and the
general public. In 1981-82,a maximum of 20
grants will be awarded. Awards are limited
to a maximum of 15 months support and
grants of $20,000. Those doing collaborative work may request up to $20,000 per
person . The tentative deadline is Oct. 27The final deadline will be announced.

. .. .
The National Endowment for the
Humanities has announced the availability
of 1-982 summer stipends to provide
summer support for college, university,
junior and community college teachers,
and others working in the humanities to
pursue two consecutive months in full-time
study or research . The work proposed may
be within the applicant's field of study or in
another field that will enable better
understanding of his-her own field. Each
stipend provides $2500 for study or
research . Each applicant inst-itution may
nominate three members of its faculty and
staff. Applications must be postmarked no
later than Oct. 5.

Focus on the Faculty and Staff
Holly L. Shaooian, director of alumni
affairs, has been elected president of the
board of directors of Kaleidoscope
Theatre .- The executive director of
Kaleidoscope Theatre is RIC alumnus,
David Payton, Class of 1977.

. . ,.

Dr. William R. Aho, associate professor
of sociology, is the authar of a study, "The
Treatment
of Women in Trinidad's
Calypsoes, 1969-1979,'~~pich will appear in
the forthcoming issue of Sex Roles: A
Journal of Research.
*

"'

•

Dr. Richard A._ Loboan Jr., associate
professor of anthropology/geography, has
been asked

to become

head of the urban

research unit of the Social Research
Center, American University, Cairo,
Egypt. He will be on leave from RIC from
January, 1982, to January, 1984, while

organizing the new research unit and
directing investigations of Egyptian urban
life.
Dr. P. William Hutchinson, professor of
communications and theatre, performed in
"Recollections of Clarence Darrow" at
Trinity Square's Lederer Theatre; gave a
narration
of Copland's
"Lincoln's
Portrait" with the American Band at
Roger Williams Park Temple of Music;
gave readings of African poetry at the
0 .1.C. and for the RIC/PEP students, and
gave a presentation of poetry and music at
the Mediator Fellowship at the Ga'lilee
Beach Club and at the Grace Church
Center for the Arts in Providence this past
June and July.
In August he helped produce the benefit
evenings for Providence Inner City Arts at
Trinity's Lederer Theatre, where former
theatre

student

Denise

Nolin-Pavelka

appeared with New York City's awardwinning cabaret musical group, S.R.O.

...

Notes
From
Bernadette

The National Endowment for the
Humanities also announces support for the
development and testing of imaginative
approaches to the humanities through
demonstration projects which improve
teaching at elementary and secondary
levels . The application deadline is Oct. 15.
The National Endowment for the Arts is
accepting applications for grants to dance
companies to support the activity of
professional dance companies. Grants are
intended to promote artistic development,
administrative and financial stability and
to increase visibility and community
support. Matching grants range from $5000
to $150,000.The application deadline is Oct.
5, for projects operating between October,
1982, and September, 1983.

* * *
The Charles Lindgergh Fund offers
grants to individuals working for a balance
between technological progress and the
preservation of nature . Grants of up to
$10,580 (The total cost of the "Spirit of St.
Louis") are awarded . The Application
deadline is Nov. 16.

...

Study Fellowships will be awarded by
the American Council of Learned Societies
to scholars under 36 years of age who have
taught for 2 or 3 years since acquiring their
doctorate. The fellowship is designed to
assist scholars in the humanities to enlarge
their range of study in disciplines other
than their present specialization
.
Maximum award: $13,500. Appiication
deadline : Nov. 15.
•

•

*

The National Endowment for the Arts is
offering $25,000fellowships to professional
artists working in the area of painting .
Applications are due Oct. 15. NEA is also
offering grants to organizations to sponsor
visual arts forums which may include
forums in crafts, photography and critical
writing. The application deadline is Nov. 3
for projects beginning summer and fall,
1982, and spring, 1983.
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by Bernadette V. Small
Friends and colleagues of Dr. Janet K.
Mancini, associate professor in the
sociology department, will be interested to
know that she was married this summer in
Hampshire, England, to Peter J. T. Billson,
retired from a career in the British Royal
Navy in 1976. The Billsons reside at 50
Summit Ave., Providence.
William Spencer Crooks is a patient at
Rhode Island Hospital following surgery
on Sept. 4. Notes and cards can be sent to
him in Room 577.
(Editor's Note : Any items of a personal
nature that you wish Bernadette
to

mention should be sent to her c/o the
President's Office or call Ext. 8100.)

College
To Honor
Retirees
A reception and dinner to honor faculty
and staff members who retired during the
last academic year will be held Sept. 24 at
th e Faculty

Center.

The reception will begin at6:30 p.m. and
the dinner at 7.
The retirees are:
Noel Chadwick, assistant professor of
modern languages; Barbara Gilfillan,
assistant professor of mathematics;
Josephine Stillipgs, assistant professor of
special education; Dr. Harry S. Novack,
professor of special education;
Also, Alfred L. Bissonnette, Donovan
Dining Center; Fatima DePetrillo,
Donovan Dining Center; Lucille E . Faella,
physical plant; Anthony T . Krupka,
physical plant; Margaret M . McGowan,
elementary education; Bertha A. O'Hara,
telephone services; John J . O'Neill,
physical plant; Beatrice J . Roberge,
Bookstore; and Joseph Torre, physical
plant.
Tickets for the reception and dinner are
$5 and can be purchased from Kathryn
Sasso at the Advancement and Support
Center until Sept. 22.
For additional
information,
call
456-8022.
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WHAT'S NEW(s) at RIC is published
weekly through1 the academic year by
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•
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TUESDAY

Deadline for submission of copy and
photos is TUESDAY at 4:30 p.m.
Tel. 456-8132

4:30 P.M.

Printer: The Beacon Press

NOW, LET'S SEE: Paul McKenna of Providence attemps to work out bis
freshmen schedule In Roberts Hall Lobby.
(Wllal'• Now(,) P~oto by Peter Tobia)

Sweet, in establishing "two new major
awards" for the Class of 1985, told the
freshmen that becoming a Ballinger
Scholar would mean being identified "as
one of the very best college students in the
nation."
"Ballinger Scholars who continue to do
outstanding work after their freshman
year will have their scholarships continued
throughout the time they are enrolled, and
will receive special recognition when they
graduate," he said
The Leadership, Participation
and
Service Awards are "to encourage you to
participate in the wide range of out-ofclass activities which are an important
supplement to your classwork,"
the
president explained .
Judging will be based on part in
attendance at and participation in what
Sweet termed "important cultural, social,
athletic" activities " designed to enrich
your education ."
He said he has identified five key
activities designed to acquaint freshmen
, this fall with the "full scope of out-of-class
activities" at the college .
Those competing for the awards must
participate in or attend at least four of the
five. In addition, they must achieve at least
a 2.5, or C+ average.
.
Participation
in and leadership of
student government, publications, clubs,
performing arts organizations, service
projects on and off campus, intercollegiate
and intramural athletic programs will all
count in the competition .
Sweet said that in the next few days
specific rules and criteria governing the
competition for the Ballinger Scholarships
and the Leadership, Participation and
Service Awards will be sent to each
member of the class .
''As the establishment today of these two
' special awards indicates, the faculty, staff
and president of Rhode Island College are
convinced that the Class of 1985 has the
potential to be truly a great class - a class
whose positive achievements in and out of
the classroom will become a standard for

APPLAUDING THE FRESHMEN at the opening convocation for new students are (I. to r.) Dr. Benjamin
McClelland, Dr. Pamela J ac~son, Ken Binder and President David E. Sweet.
(Whal'• New(s) Pholos by Peler Tobia)
all classes which follow," Sweet told the
gathering.
He added:
"Our goal is to insure that you have the
best freshman year any class has had since
RIC was founded 127 years ago .
"We want you to learn more, to do more,
to serve better and to lead better than any

group of freshmen who has ever enrolled at
RIC. We want a higher proportion of you to
graduate than any class in the last 20
years . We are here to help you achieve
those objectives . We are confident that you
will achieve them," he said .
He welcomed the new students, who
began classes that day, on behalf of the

Board of Governors for Higher Education,
the faculty, staff attd officers of the
college, their fellow st\'.rdentsand citizens
of the state .
•
He concluded:
"Welcome to the first day of the rest of
your education!"

Turkish Freshman Has Own ·'Encouflter' Week
(Continued from Page 1)
Lori lives with her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
George Tashjian, and brothers at 17
Burnett St., Johnston.
After a two-day stay with the Tashjian's,
Ahmed-was invited by RIC's !Jead soccer
coach, Edward Bradley, to his home in
Exeter where he stayed until the dorms
officially opened, thus avoiding any need
to travel all the way to Indiana to find a
room and a friend.
"I've found people here very friendly like back home," Ahmed said in his very
proper English.
Believing America to be a land of
"money, power and freedom," he decided
on an American educat/on when his family
moved in 1970 from Turkey to West
Germany, where his father took a
mechanic positlon afan American military
base in Stuttgart.
There he enrolled in a German school in
the first grade d~pite the fact that he had
already completed two years of schooling
in Turkey .
"I had to learn German right from the
start," he said, adding. "and I also went to ,
a Turkish school (in West Germany) in the ·
afternoons."
He was the only Turkish student in the
German school at the time, but he was not
dissuaded.
Ahmed studied English from the fifth
grade on and "became very friendly with
some American kids from the base ."
After graduation from the German
school, he enrolled in the Stuttgart
American High School where he played
league soccer and distinguished himself as
a player .
When Dr . James G. McCrystal,
associate professor of industrial education
at RIC, met Ahmed on a trip to West
Germany last year, he convinced him to
apply to RIC.
He also applied to Drake.University and
Old Dominion, both of which accepted him.
Asked why he chose RIC, where he is
now studying political science, Ahmed
replied, "because it is small compared to
the others and doesn't cost as much.."
He explained that Drake, at about
$9,000-a-year, "was ioo expensive;' and
Old Dominion was "too big."

Not being an American citizen, he could
not qualify for financial assistance and,
apparently, RIC couldn't provide an
athletic scholarship.
"Financially, I can afford to stay here
·· only one year," Ahmed said with a hint of
sadness. He explained that his father will
have to spend "three-fourths of his year's
wages" to cover the $5,000or so in college
costs.
Ahmed had applied to RIC last year and
was accept'ed in March.
At that time he was advised that
payment was due by Aug. 24, hence his
reason for arriving' on that date .
"I thought the dorms would be open
then," he said.
He flew from Germany, an<:Iwith a

layover in Paris got to New York 20 hours
later. Members of the United American
Moslem Association met him at the airport
and took him immediately to a mosque in
Brooklyn for prayer .
Ahmed is a member of the Moslem faith.
After long hours of traveling and two
hours of prayer, he was taken to Long
Island to the home of one of the association
members where he spent two nights .
He was then taken back to New York
City where he boa~ded a bus for
Providence .
Once in Providence "he didn't know
what to do," said Lori. "His parents had
told him not to take a cab ."
Ahmed spotted a policeman and asked
for directions
to the college . The

Strait Magic
WHEN ESCAPE ARTIST . Lon Cerel of Cranston (above) works himself
out of a strait Jacket during half-time of the varsity soccer game on
Homecoming Day, Oct. 3, watching him should be easy. He'll be suspended
from a helicopter over the soccer field.

policeman apparently put him on· the
wrong bus (Smith Street, not Mount
Pleasant) .
After what seemed a rather long ride, he
got off the bus at an undetermined point,
and, with three suitcases in tow, started
walking, and asking directions.
Eventually, he arrived on campus, and
went to the dorms where a pre:academic, season Encounter session was in progress.
He was allowed to stay in a_dorm for one
night while they were open, but told he'd
have to make other arrangements when
the dorms closed until the following
Sunday .
This was Monday, the day he met "all
those ..--wonderful peo ·ple" in the RI.C
Athletic Department.
Lori brought him to a bank to exchange
his currency for dollars. Then she helped
him with registration
aIJd his class
schedule after which she, Gail H. Davis,
associate director of athletics, and Gina
Decurtis, a student trainer, " got him
towels, sheets and a pillow."
After this, it was "home" to Lori's house
where he met his new-found, albeit
temporary, family, including Lori's aunt
who was born in Turkey, and still speaks
Turkish.
"They talked Turkish about various
places. My aunt is 71 now and hasn't been
in Turkey since she was seven or eight,"
Lori related.
Things definitely began to look brighter
for Ahmed Oezdemir.
Then he learned Lori's father is of
Armenian descent.
"Turks and Armenians are very big
enemies" in the old country, he stated
emphatically .
His initial apprehension soon turned to
trust and admiration and now ''we're very
good friends," Ahmed says.
Ahmed took time out from soccer
practice the other day to philosophize
about all the initial confusion upon his
arrival in America: "It's better to
expe_rience the bad things first, to start at
the. bottom."
He h_as since gotten in the swing of t_hlngs
and is enjoying the warmth of friendship
in his home· away from home.

Pa · e4

Theatre
To Stage
'Alamo'
"Ladies at the Alamo," an exploration of
five women's search for identity, will begin
an eight-performance
run at the Roberts
Little Theatre Sept. 24.
The Rhode Island College Theatre will
stage the contemporary drama by Paul
Zindel Sept. 24 throµgh Sept . 27 and Sept.
29 through Oct. 2.
In "Alamo,"
Zindel, author of the
award-winning "The Effects of Gamma
Rays on_ Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds,"
depicts five women seeking answers to
personal survival in a world dominated by
competition and the struggle for power.
Portraying
the five members
of a
theater
group in Texas are Becky
Anderson, Anna DiStefano, Pam Hoff,
Donna Palumbo and Wendy Feller.
All eig ht performances will be at 8 p.m .
General admission tickets are $4, and
RIC student tickets $2. Th ey can be
purchas1d at the Roberts Hall Box Offic e,
beginning Sept. 21, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m .
daily (including weekends) and one hour
before curtain .
Reservatio ns can b e made by cal ling
456-8144.
For information
on group or senior
·
citizen rates, call 456-8270.

Letters to Editor
Welcomed

LADIES AT THE. ALAMO: (left to right) Pamela Hoff of Coventry, Anna DiStefano and Becky Anderson,
both of Providence, will perform in Roberts Little Theatre beginning Sept. 24 in the Rhode Island College
production of the same name.
·
-

Discount
Offered ·for
Arts Series
The Rhode Island College P erfor ming
Arts Series will hold an advance facultystaff discount sale Sept. 21 and 22.
On those d_ays any member of the RIC
faculty or staff can purchas e tickets to any
or all arts series events at $5 a ticket, or $30
for the six-event series.
Tickets for Phyllis Newman, Oct. 3; Th e
Nikolais Dance Theatre, Nov . 24; Th e
Waverly Consort, Dec. 10; A Kurt Weill
Cabaret, Jan . 25; The North Carolina
Dance Theatre, March 31; and Vincent
Pric e, April 27, ca n be purchas ed in
Roberts 110, the P erfo rming Arts Office,
between 10 a:m. and 4 p.m. on Sept. 21 or

22.
After those dates, prices will return to
the general admission rate, $7 a ticket.

Rec Dept.
Sponsoring
11 Programs
Eleven programs - in dance, Yoga,
tennis and fitness - will be offered by the
RIC recreation department beginning Oct.

5.

YOUTH GOODWILL MISSION from Taiwan, Republic of China,
wilJ visit RIC Friday, Sept. 18, as part of its seventh annual tour of
United States colleges and universities. They will perform in Roberts
Auditorium at 8 p.m. The public Is invited, free of charge.

Fees for the eight-week (instructional)
programs
are $30 for danc e aerobics,
dance w·orkshop, intermediate
dance,
Yoga I and Yoga II, judo, karate and
tennis. The charge for weight training for
women, the noon-time exercise program
and the fitness workshop will be $25.
RIC students will receive a 20 percent
discount, and individuals registering with a
friend will receive a 15 percent discount.
Registration deadline for all programs is
Sept. 28. A $1-0 deposit is required to
,_ register ,
For further information on registration
and scheduled meeting times, call 456-8136
or 456-8179.

MY KINGDOM FOR A DIME:
Susan Trudeau of Providence, a
junior studio art major, searchesfor change to make a phone call
durjng the first week of classes.
(Whal'• Ne,.(s) Photo by Peter Tobia)

